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of the official point of view, was in hysterics about
the writings of "Al Hilal". Questions were raised
in the House of Commons. Ultimately the security
of the paper was forefeited and a fresh demand
of ten thousand rupees was made. The "Al Hilal"
ceased publication. But Abul Kalam was not to
be so easily defeated. He Started another paper,
" Al Balagh". This was too much for the powers
that be. He was prohibited from entering the
provinces of Punjab, Delhi, United Provinces, C.
P., Bombay and later, even Bengal, his headquar-
ters. Subsequently, in 1916 he was interned at
Banchi in Bihar and charged with revolutionary
activity. This made him all the more powerful-
He had brought about a new orientation in Mus-
lim opinion. A few months after he was interned,
the Congress and the Muslim League came to an
understanding and the historical Congress-League
Pact was made at Lucknow in the same year.
Abul Kalam was released in January 1920 after
four years of restraint and,straightaway plunged
into the Khilafat and the Non-Co-operation
Movements. He took prominent part in the
boycott of the visit of the Prince of Wales and was
again arrested with C. R. Das on 10th January
1921 and was sentenced to a year's imprisonment.
Released in the beginning of 1923 he was immedi-
ately elected President of the Indian National
Congress and presided over its special Session at
Delhi in September of that year. He TOS then
only 35 years old and not before nor since has any
leader become President of that august body at